
Street Connect is in the business of transforming lives, but it doesn't just happen on the street and in
the drop-in cafes - volunteers' lives can be transformed too. I'm sure you've all done a coffee morning
before or maybe a church fete. But there's more out there and it can be great fun. Fundraising can
help people get to know each other better, it can help the lonely make friends and find family, it can
bring a community together, it can give people purpose and it's all for a good cause. 

So please, use your imagination – for ideas take a look at our list of ways to fundraise and then set
something up. 

Think about how often you’d like to put on a fundraising event, programme events into your calendar
and make sure there’s variety e.g. if you ask the same people too often to sponsor you they may lose
interest, but invite them to a concert or a meal or a game of golf or football and it’s a different story
because then they have fun too – don’t hog all the fun. Share it 😊 

HOW TO PUT ON YOUR
OWN FUNDRAISING
EVENT
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1.Share the load
Running a successful event is not easy, it may be a good idea to ask some
friends for help. 

2.Pick your event date well in advance
People’s diaries quickly fill up so it is a good idea to give a lot of notice. If
you’re asking businesses for prizes, it also helps if you ask well in advance.

3.Get organised! Keep a checklist so you know what needs to be done and when. Keep people updated
with how your preparations are going, ask people to get involved and help, and send out reminders for
people to attend or donate.
 
4.Any questions? Most fundraising events can be held without needing insurance or a special license,
but it is a good idea to check this out before your event goes ahead. Contact us if you have any questions
- we are happy to help! There is also a great online guide that covers all laws and regulations for events
here. Organising a voluntary event: a 'can do' guide - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) This includes things such as
food safety & first aid as well as public liability and licenses etc. 

5.Set a fundraising goal
Give yourself a target to aim for and people might just help you get there. 

6.Let people know why you are supporting us
We want to help as many people as possible and you can help us spread the word of what we do. 

7.Set up an online fundraising page
Not everyone carries cash and an online page is a great way to get donations from people who may
not be able to attend your event. (see National Events How To page)

8.Boost your income on the day Consider holding a ‘Guess the sweeties in the jar’ or “Weight of the
cake” competition on the side-lines OR sell teas & coffees /cold drinks & snacks as an added extra at
the event – you never know – you might get people to part with a few more pennies. Please remember
to handle money safely: Collect cash using a secure container and deposit into the bank as soon as
possible. There must be at least two people present when money is being handled and counted.

9.Thank your supporters Make sure you thank everyone who helped with your event and who gave you
a donation. It is also great to announce the total you raised! Also, when you say thank you, tell them
some encouraging stories, give them some prayer points and encourage them with how you plan to use
the money raised.

10.Keep in touch we want to hear all about your event – we’d love to post your fundraising story on our
Facebook page - and we’ re happy to do anything we can to help you get started too. We have collection
buckets, sponsor forms, posters and leaflets to help with your fundraising.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/can-do-guide-for-organisers-of-voluntary-events/the-can-do-guide-to-organising-and-running-voluntary-and-community-events
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/can-do-guide-for-organisers-of-voluntary-events/the-can-do-guide-to-organising-and-running-voluntary-and-community-events


A Host of Ways to fundraise 

Sales
Bring & buy
Thrift shop
Car boot
Auction
Sell crafts, jam, baking, knitting, Homemade cards etc 
Tupperware party – they do a fundraising range which can earn you
40% of sales you make

Eating Out – charge for entry or ask for donations
Picnic
Coffee morning
Soup Lunch
Charity dinner
Come Dine with Me

Performances – charge for entry or ask for donations
Concert
Choir
Dance Group
Talent Show

Sponsored Events
Silence
Run
Cycle
Swim
Walk
Climb
Wax
Shave
Hair Dye
Sleep out
Singing
Bungee Jump
Sky dive
Going without – chocolate, computer games, junk food, take aways etc
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Competitions- charge entry fee & give prize
Recycling – who can have the emptiest general waste bin over 4
weeks/ cut down themost over 4 weeks
Tournaments – golf, bowling etc Pay for every point scored
Matches – football, rugby, hockey, netball, volleyball, basketball,
rounders, frisbee etc.
Contest – TV/Movie quotes, test of strength, best costume,
marshmallow eating, pie eating etc.
Can’t Cook Won’t cook
Fancy Dress 

Evenings Out – Charge for entry or ask for donations
Quiz night
Fashion Show
Charity dance/ceilidh
Movie Night

Parties – charge for entry or ask for donations
Garden Party Games Night

Theme parties – e.g. murder mystery
Sleepover Skating party Bowling party

Adventure Days – make a group booking and raise money
by adding on a percentage for us or get people to sponsor
you
Whitewater rafting
Gorge walking
Sphereing
Adventure tubing
Abseiling
Cliff jumping
Quad biking
Canoe/Kayaking
Mountain biking
Horse riding
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Community Events
Open house/gardens to the public
Fete
Flower/vegetable show
Cookery demonstration

Messy Events
Dunk/gunge/throw custard pies at the minister/youth leader
Baked bean bath, custard bath, jelly bath, oatmeal/baked
bean boots

Helping Others
Car wash
Bob-a-job e.g. shopping, gardening, cleaning, dog walking
Skills auction
Bag Pack at supermarket
Litter pick
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